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various marketing practices provide for both farmers and consumers are difficult of statistical measurement. To the extent, however, that they reduce costs or earn profits, their merits may be proved by tangible evidence.
The objects for which the service of assembling is rendered may be classified into two groups. In the first group assembling is essential in order to economize operating expenses. This applies to concerns regardless of whether they render one or more of the marketing services.
Farmers everywhere are familiar with the fact that a vehicle of transport is constructed for some normal capacity or load. Obviously it costs more in terms of a wagon, a team, and a man's wages per bushel of wheat when five bushels only are hauled to town than when a full capacity of fifty bushels are hauled. The farmer values his time and equipment sufficiently to endeavor to work at full capacity. For the same reason the various public carriers charge rates based upon capacity loads. Freight cars loaded at half capacity mean an economic loss to some one. If rates were based on weight or value regardless of car capacity the railroad which hauled half-filled cars would fall short of the amount estimated as necessary to meet expenses. To avoid this the railroad is obliged to charge rates which assume capacity loading of cars. For those who are unable to ship by car lot the railroad provides less-than-car-lot rates. These obviously must be higher than the car-lot rates in order to cover the loss to the railroad caused by the hauling of cars loaded to less than capacity and to meet the costs of additional services for loading and handling this class of freight. Assembling enables the individual or concern, rendering this service, to save the difference between car-lot rates and less-than-car-lot rates. That this represents a considerable saving is indicated by figures in Table III, giving comparative freight rates from a local shipping point to a large terminal market. Savings in